2io    Mrs. Johnsons praise of THE RAMBLER.
Johnson told me, with an amiable fondness, a little pleasing circumstance relative to this work. Mrs. Johnson, in whose judgement and taste he had great confidence, said to him, after a few numbers of the Rambler had come out, ' I thought very well of you before; but I did not imagine you could have written any thing equal to this1.' Distant praise, from whatcver quarter, is not so delightful as that of a wife whom a man loves and esteems. Her approbation may be said to ' come home to his bosom;' and being so near, its effect is most sensible and permanent.
Mr. James Elphinston2, who has since published various works, and who was ever esteemed by Johnson as a worthy man, happened to be in Scotland while the Rambler was coming out in single papers at London. With a laudable zeal at once for the improvement of his countrymen, and the reputation of his friend, he suggested and took the charge of an edition of those Essaj's at Edinburgh, which followed progressively the London publication3.
The following letter written at this time, though not dated, will show how much pleased Johnson was with this publication, and what kindness and regard he had for Mr. Elphinston.
' To MR. JAMES ELPHINSTON.
[No dale.} ' DEAR SIR,
' I cannot bat confess the failures of my correspondence, but hope the same regard which you express for me on every other occasion, will incline you to forgive me. I am often, very often, ill; and, when I am well, am obliged to work: and, indeed, have never much used myself
George II. against 'bookish men         3 It was executed in the printing-who have censured his neglect of     office of Sands, Murray, and Cochvan, literature,' says :—' In truth, I believe     with uncommon elegance, upon writ-King George would have preferred a     ing-paper, of a duodecimo size, and guinea to a composition as perfect as     with the greatest correctness ; and Alexander's Feast? Reign of George     Mr. Elphinston enriched it with //, iii. 304.                                             translations of the mottos. When
1 'Dr. Johnson said to an acquaint-     completed, it made eight handsome
ance of mine, " My other works arc     volumes. It is, unquestionably, the
wine and Water ; but my Rambler is     most accurate and beautiful edition
pure wine."' Rogers's Table Talk,     of this work; and there being but a
p. JO.                                                     small impression, it is now become
° Seeftosi, April 5,1:772 ; April 19,     scarce, and sells at a very high price.
1773; and April 9, 1778.                      BOSWELL.
tos :—' Indeed 'tis a sad thing that such a paper should have met with discouragement from wise and learned and good people too. Many are the disputes it has cost me, and not once did I come off triumphant.' Mrs. Carter replied:—' Many a battle have I too fought for him in the country, but with little success.' Murphy says :—' Of this excellent production the number sold on each day did not amount to five hundred ; of course the bookseller, who paid the author VOL. I,                                        p                 fore   no   man   could   hope   either
